Mrs. Vander Jagt’s Voice
February 7, 2011
Dear Parents and students, 
What beautiful winter weather we’ve been having.  
Their reading strategies are really pushing through and they are moving on up.  Please continue to read at home.  This week, I let each student pick put their own book to add to their reading folders.  It may be more difficult than you are used to for them, but let them struggle with it for a bit.  Maybe read it aloud with them the first time and then have them read it to you later in the week.  

Our ‘clock folders’ are coming home today for homework.  We will be using these for the next 2 weeks in class.  Please do not throw them away (  Also, each time there is homework I will write the date and the pages that are due the next day.  Please return them tomorrow, we LOVE using them in class.
Don’t forget, no school on Friday.  We will be having a teacher in-service day.  Fabulous Friday’s in February will continue next week.  2/17: Pink, red & white day  2/24: Clash Day
Reading: Start thinking of your favorite book.  Practice reading it at home (  We will be taking favorites to school in March (I know it’s a long way off, but this gives plenty of practice time) for reading month to read aloud to the class.
Memory Work: Matt 9:2b- “When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”
Spelling Words: Words ending with –all /awl/ ~ making words plural…-s & -es
1st: ball, call, fall, hall, mall, tall, wall, stall, small, 

(sight): no, off, sun, some (bossy e), try, very, again

2nd: if the word ends in an s, x, sh, or ch…add –es. Otherwise just add –s
  (spell): 
trip ( trips

bus ( buses 

peach ( peaches

egg ( eggs 

class ( classes
lunch ( lunches

game ( games 
wish ( wishes, 
face ( faces 

box ( boxes
(sight): class, egg, farm, finally, hurry, sound
Bee of the Week: Lucas 

Monday: ~ Library Day  ~ HW: math-clock folders!!!
Tuesday: ~ 
Wednesday: ~ HW: read your story to someone at home tonight (
Thursday: ~ Specials ~ Spelling Test & Memory Work due
Friday: ~ No School! Teacher In-service Day
	Reading 1st:   The Itsy Bitsy Spider 
We made our own spiders today and later this week, we will be making our own verses to go along with the song/story.  
	Science: Just finished our earth science unit.  We will pick back up later in February.  
They should be able to tell you about soil, minerals, boulders, what sand is made of, how to reduce pollution and especially be good stewards of this wonderful earth God created for us!

	Reading 2nd: The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the Wash
Jimmy and his class headed to a farm for a field trip.  What began as an ordinary time, quickly changed into an adventure.  From pigs on the bus, to egg fights, to the boa constrictor.  Keep your eyes open, you’ll never know what’ll happen next.  
	Social Studies:    Long Ago…


	Phonics:  “-all!” (
We are taking a break from long vowels this week, yippee!  We will review them again in a few weeks.  This week we will be working on the –all & -awl endings.  We will only be spelling words that end with –all, but I will be teaching about both ending sounds.
	Bible:  Jesus’ Miracles
We have been journeying through Jesus’ early ministry.  We began with John the Baptist, then Jesus being baptized, being tempted.  Calling His disciples and teaching the crowds.  This week we will study a few of the miracles that Jesus performed.  

                    Hero of the month: Daniel

	Math: 
 We are TELLING TIME!!!  We made clock folders that will stick with us throughout this unit.  You will see them come home 2x’s a week to practice telling time at home and using them for homework assignments.  I have some great centers for time, I can’t wait to get them out!
	Specials:
    No new news this week.











