Mrs. VanderJagt’s Voice

January 9, 2012

Dear Parents & Students, 


I hope you all had a relaxing weekend.  I don’t know about you, but without the snow, there aren’t a whole lot of outdoor activities I’ve been doing.  I will be ready for a little of the white stuff when it comes.  The mud and sloppy playground have been a thorn in my flesh for far too long (  


We have been working on writing complete sentences this past 9 weeks.  The students understand that a sentence is a subject (noun), a verb (action), it makes sense, a CAPITAL LETTER and an end mark.  Next, we will work on sequencing with pictures.  Our end goal is to be able to write a 3-4 sentence paragraph for 2nd graders.  My goal for the first graders is that they can write complete sentences about a picture or sequence of events.  

If you are looking for a computer game…specifically math or reading…these are the best I’ve found.  For math (you can compete against kids your age), check out www.sumdog.com; for reading: www.starfalls.com.  They are education and fun!  

Reading: I have 2 January BookIt calendars…anyone else want to turn one in?

Sight Words: 1st: before, can, each, from , good, like, made, they



2nd: brought, buy, fall, four, full, world
Spelling: 1st: blind, find, hind, I, grind, kind, mind, wind (make sure to capital the I)

    2nd: bossy r- jar, arm, hard, are, start, car, far, dark, apart, charcoal
Memory Verse: Matthew 4:19

“Come, fellow me”, Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”
Show-and-tell: Emma
Bee of the week: Emma Zemaitis
Birthdays: No birthday celebrations until Feb.  








Love, 









Mrs. VanderJagt









616-272-0756

	1st Reading: The Doorbell Rang
A great story about friendship, sharing, baking, and math (  Hopefully, at the end of the week we can act out the story for the 2nd graders…and maybe even share a few cookies with them.  
	Science: Earth Science
We will be learning about natural resources, the layers of the earth’s crust, 

	2nd Reading: A Chair for My Mother
After losing everything in a fire, the family is slowly buying furniture to fill their house.  Right now, they are saving all the change to buy a new comfy chair!
	Social Studies: on hiatus 

	Phonics: We are moving on to LONG vowels!!!  This week we will be learning about “I say my own name…I”  When saying the long i sound, we point to our chest with our thumbs.
	Bible: Jesus’ Early Ministry
We are keeping tabs of our stories with a bulletin board in our room.  We began with John the Baptist warning the people to repent; Jesus’ baptism; and then Jesus being tempted.  This week we will learning about the calling of the 12 disciples.  

	Math:

1st: We will finish our unit on shapes and solids.  We will begin our unit on fractions and fair shares.  
2nd: We will be finishing our unit on numbers; comparing, rounding, ordering…We will begin learning about money!!!
	Specials:


