Mrs. Vander Jagt’s Voice
September 6, 2011
Dear Parents and students, 

I hope you all had a wonderful long weekend, what a change in weather!  Now for the routines to settle in.  The students did well last week and learned their way around the classroom quickly.  We are still working on “checking-in” each morning and hopefully the fascination with the pencil sharpener with diminish; it was the same way last year(.  One thing I ask from you is that your child’s take home folder is emptied and makes it back into their bag before school the next day.  It is very important that students make a habit of taking it back and forth everyday (even if it’s empty).   I have also included a few book orders for the students. I would like to send in the order Friday, Sept. 9.  Please make the checks payable to Scholastic Book Club or check out on-line ordering at www.scholastic.com.  Check out the letter attached.  
Thank you for all your words of encouragement and prayer support!  It’s greatly appreciated.  (
Phonics:  The students are doing well remembering their Zoo-Phonics friends.  We have fun in class doing the signals, re-learning the songs, and playing bingo!  We will begin our word families this week with Allie Alligator and DeeDee Deer…’ad’ 

Reading: We love reading!!!  I have attached a reading log to this packet.  Please keep it somewhere accessible.  Keep encouraging them to sound out the words they are stuck on or at least work on the beginning sound.  One exercise we work on in class is beginning and ending sounds.  Say the word, have your child tell you the letter the word begins with or ends with.  Another exercise is counting syllables; say the word, then clap or snap the syllables.      
Memory Work:  Our first memory verse this year come from Hebrews 11.  Our theme is Heroes of the Bible and the verse comes from Hebrews 11:1;
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of wheat we do not see.” 

Sight/Spelling Words:  
The sight words for 1st graders are the following: (please review these with your child throughout the week):
all

the

jump

I

run

time

1st grade spelling ‘ad’: ad, bad, dad, mad, sad, pad, tad, *glad

2nd grade spelling: consonant clusters 

left, just, stay, old, slip, drove, trip, glad, *climb *floor

Show and Tell (Wednesday):  Meika
(If your child has a show and tell from summer they’d like to share, please send it in on Tuesday…we’ll have our summer share in the afternoon)
Busy Bee of the Week: Meika
Birthdays:  no birthdays this week
Love, Mrs. VanderJagt    mvanderjagt@lamontcs.org







© 616-272-0756
Monday:  No School
Tuesday: Library (begins next week)
Wednesday: Show and Tell- Meika
Thursday: Specials (Art, Music, Computers, Spanish, Gym)
Friday: Chapel 
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	Reading:
1st:  Annie, Bea, and Chi Chi Dolores- An ABC book in which each letter introduces a different school day activity.  Ex: G-getting on the bus  C-counting
Can you name the ABC’s for things around the house?


	Science:  We will begin our first science unit next month.


	Reading: 

2nd: The Cats of Tiffany Street
This week we will be learning about story maps, settings, characters, problems, and events.  The students will also work on creating a map for a story of their own.
	Social Studies: Our Community
We will be learning the different types of communities; urban, suburban, and rural.  We will talk about how they are alike and different and figure out what type we live in.  



	Phonics:
We are beginning our word families this week.  We are starting with the ‘ad’ family.
Have fun signaling at home while the students spell the words! (
 
	Bible:  Adam, Eve, and Noah
We will be looking at all the well known stories about Adam, Eve, and Noah’s family  

	Math:
1st: We will be working with the numbers 0-10 and figuring out more and fewer.  The students have learned the number words (1-6) as well.  
2nd: This week we will focus on graphs.  On Wed. the students will bring home a survey to help gather data.  Please have them fill this out and return it Thursday.  Thanks
	Specials begin this week (  We are looking forward to meeting our 2 new specials teachers for art and music.  We wish the best to Mrs. Dorney who took a job in the Virgin Islands and to Mrs. Scott who is now the full time band director at Ravenna Middle/High School.   
  








